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Quantico, Virginia. I thank Senators
HATCH, BIDEN, DEWINE, SCHUMER,
HeLMSs, and GRAMS for their co-spon-
sorship of our bipartisan bill.

The FBI is currently authorized to
offer the superior training available at
the FBI's National Academy only to
law enforcement personnel employed
by state or local units of government.
Police officers employed by railroads
are not allowed to attend this Academy
despite the fact that they work closely
in numerous cases with Federal law en-
forcement agencies as well as State
and local law enforcement. Providing
railroad police with the opportunity to
obtain the training offered at Quantico
would improve inter-agency coopera-
tion and prepare them to deal with the
ever increasing sophistication of crimi-
nals who conduct their illegal acts ei-
ther using the railroad or directed at
the railroad or its passengers.

Railroad police officers, unlike any
other private police department, are
commissioned under State law to en-
force the laws of that State and any
other State in which the railroad owns
property. As a result of this broad law
enforcement authority, railroad police
officers are actively involved in numer-
ous investigations and cases with the
FBI and other law enforcement agen-
cies.

For example, Amtrak has a police of-
ficer assigned to the New York City
Joint Task Force on Terrorism, which
is made up of 140 members from such
disparate agencies as the FBI, the U.S.
Marshals Service, the U.S. Secret Serv-
ice, and the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms. This task force in-
vestigates domestic and foreign ter-
rorist groups and responds to actual
terrorist incidents in the Metropolitan
New York area.

Whenever a railroad derailment or
accident occurs, often railroad police
are among the first on the scene. For
example, when a 12-car Amtrak train
derailed in Arizona in October 1995,
railroad police joined the FBI at the
site of the incident to determine
whether the incident was the result of
an intentional criminal act of sabo-
tage.

Amtrak police officers have also as-
sisted FBI agents in the investigation
and interdiction of illegal drugs and
weapons trafficking on transportation
systems in the District of Columbia
and elsewhere. In addition, using the
railways is a popular means for illegal
immigrants to gain entry to the United
States. According to recent congres-
sional testimony, in 1998 alone, 33,715
illegal aliens were found hiding on
board Union Pacific railroad trains and
subject to arrest by railroad police.

With thousands of passengers trav-
eling on our railways each year, mak-
ing sure that railroad police officers
have available to them the highest
level of training is in the national in-
terest. The officers that protect rail-
road passengers deserve the same op-
portunity to receive training at
Quantico that their counterparts em-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ployed by State and local governments
enjoy. Railroad police officers who at-
tend the FBI National Academy in
Quantico for training would be re-
quired to pay their own room, board
and transportation.

This legislation is supported by the
FBI, the International Association of
Chiefs of Police, the Union Pacific
Railroad Company, and the National
Railroad Passenger Corporation.

I urge prompt consideration by the
House of Representatives of this legis-
lation to provide railroad police offi-
cers with the opportunity to receive
training from the FBI that would in-
crease the safety of the American peo-
ple.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and any statements relating to
the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1235) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 1235

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. INCLUSION OF RAILROAD POLICE OF-
FICERS IN FBI LAW ENFORCEMENT
TRAINING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 701(a) of part G of
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3771(a)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘State or unit of local gov-
ernment’’ and inserting ‘‘State, unit of local
government, or rail carrier’’; and

(B) by inserting ¢, including railroad police
officers” before the semicolon; and

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘‘State or unit of local gov-
ernment’’ and inserting ‘‘State, unit of local
government, or rail carrier’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘railroad police officer,”
after ‘‘deputies,’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘State or such unit” and
inserting ‘‘State, unit of local government,
or rail carrier’’; and

(D) by striking ‘“State or unit.” and insert-
ing ‘‘State, unit of local government, or rail
carrier.”.

(b) RAIL CARRIER CoOSTS.—Section 701 of
part G of title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C.
3771) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(d) RAIL CARRIER CoSTS.—No Federal
funds may be used for any travel, transpor-
tation, or subsistence expenses incurred in
connection with the participation of a rail-
road police officer in a training program con-
ducted under subsection (a).”’.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Section 701 of part G of
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3771) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘(1) the terms ‘rail carrier’ and ‘railroad’
have the meanings given such terms in sec-
tion 20102 of title 49, United States Code; and

‘“(2) the term ‘railroad police officer’
means a peace officer who is commissioned
in his or her State of legal residence or State
of primary employment and employed by a
rail carrier to enforce State laws for the pro-
tection of railroad property, personnel, pas-
sengers, or cargo.”’.

October 26, 1999

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL ROTUNDA FOR THE
PRESENTATION OF THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO
PRESIDENT AND MRS. GERALD
R. FORD

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that H. Con
Res. 196 be discharged from the Rules
Committee and, further, that the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res 196)
permitting the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol for the presentation of the Congressional
Gold Medal to President and Mrs. Gerald R.
Ford.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 196) was agreed to.

———————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 27, 1999

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
October 27. I further ask consent that
on Wednesday, immediately following
the prayer, the Journal of the pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed to have ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 5 minutes each, with the following
exceptions: Senator DURBIN or des-
ignee, from 9:30 to 10 a.m.; Senator
THOMAS or designee, from 10 to 10:30
a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROGRAM

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, for
the information of all Senators, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. By a
previous consent agreement, debate on
the African trade bill will begin at 10:30
a.m. Amendments to the bill are ex-
pected, and it is hoped that time agree-
ments can be reached on those amend-
ments so that the Senate can complete
action on the bill in a timely manner.
The Senate may also consider legisla-
tive or executive calendar items
cleared for action during tomorrow’s
session of the Senate.
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